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By EVANGELIST JOHN LINTON g 


“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 


And suddenly there was a 


the foundations of the prison were shaken: and im- 
mediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed” (Acts 16:25-26). 


Those were stirring days 


who like to have their religion served on ice should steer 
clear of this exciting chapter. The people who don’t like 
sensationalism in a preacher would have a big task explain- 
ing Paul in the sixteenth of Acts. If ever there was a sensa- 


tional conversion it was that 
story of his turning to God is 


® 
’ The fact is my friends there will 


always be some excitement and 
sensation when God the Holy Spirit 
is* present in his fulness in a 
church. His presence means tre- 
mendous conviction of sin: his 
presence means remarkable an- 
swers to prayer: his presence 
means superabundance of joy: his 
presence means sinners being 
saved. The demonstration of the 
supernatural, miracle - working 
power of God deals a death-blow 
to our frigid conventionalism and 
ice-cold formality. 


I am not pleading for a studied 
sensationalism in the pulpit, but 


I do say that: when a preacher has} & 
- @ heart filled with love for the souls | Be 


of lost men, when he believes what 
God says about the doom of the 
unsaved, his preaching and the at- 
mosphere of his church, will be 
free from a soul-chilling, death- 
dealing propriety and formalism. 


The excitement began when Paul 
rebuked the devil in a young wom- 
an and cast him out. O how Sa- 
tan hates the preachers and the 


churches that are being used of 


God to. cast devils out. The devil 
makes soul-winning churches the 
object of his. attacks. If he can 
bring such a church to the dust, 
he will move earth and hell to do 
so. If he can get some backsliding 
Peter to deny his Lord; if he can 
get some cranky christian to dis- 
turb the harmony; if he can get 
some members to develop ill-feel- 
ing against some other members; 


‘if he can get working christians 


too busy to pray; he will do all 
these things because he hates a 
church that is being used of God 
to cast devils out of men. 

For weeks this young woman had 
followed Paul complimenting him 
as a servant of the Most High God. 
As long as a preacher does not 


deal with the devil in some people 


these people will compliment and 
admire. But let that preacher re- 
buke their~ sin and the devil be- 
hind it, and look ‘out for squalls. 
There are preachers who live in 
an atmosphere of perpetual adu- 


“ ation, petted and pampered, pa- 
tronized 


and lionized by worldly 
church members as being the best 
preacher in‘ town. But let that 
r preach just one, honest, 
straight-from-the-shoulder sermon, 
ag cock-tail drinking, danc- 
ing, card-playing and theatre-go- 
ing, and next Sunday he would 
reach to an empty church. ~— 
Yes Paul rebuked the devil and 
was arrested. He and Silas were 
cruelly beaten with the Roman 
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lash. It was a terrible instrument. 
Some time ago in London, England, 
a criminal sentenced to the lash 
committed suicide rather than face 
the punishment. But the British 
cat-o’-nine-tails is nothing to the 
terrible Roman lash. It was made 
of five leather thongs weighted 
with lead and many a man died 
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NONE LIKE IT! 


THE SILVER LINING 


IN THE 


CLOUD 


Sermon by REV. C. E. MATTHEWS, 
Pastor, Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas 


Matthew 17:5, "While he yet 


spake, behold a bright cloud over- 


shadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye him." 


We have just read-for you the account of the glorious 


transfiguration experience of 


Jesus in the presence of His 


disciples. No other earthly experience like this one ever. oc- 
curred. Jesus, after a pause of six days from His last con- 


versation with His disciples, 


took Peter, James and John 


with Him into a high mountain apart from the rest of the 
world. There our Lord was transfigured before them. The 
account says that His face did shine as the sun and His 
raiment. was as white as the light. A very strange thing 
occured at that moment, another unique experience. Moses, 
who had been dead 1500 years, and Elijah, who 750 years 
previously had passed on to heaven without tasting death, 
were in the presence of Jesus and His three disciples as mes- 
sengers from heaven. There on the mountain top these three 
disciples, Peter, James and John, witnessed and heard a con- 
versation between two heavenly messengers and Christ, as 
they talked together about the crucifixion of Jesus, which 
was soon to take place at Jerusalem. While this strange and 
glorious scene was being enacted, a cloud overshadowed 
them and cut off their visibility. 


Clouds Play an Important Part % 
Bible History 


As we read our Bible, we find 
that clouds play an important part 
in its history. A cloud guarded Is- 
rael for forty years as they wan- 
dered in the wilderness journey. 
That cloud was a light for them 
at night and a shade for them in 
the day. It was a cloud in which 
Elijah ascended to heaven as he 
went up from the earth in a chariot 
of fire. It was in a cloud that Je- 
sus ascended back to heaven from 
Mount Olivet 2,000 years ago, and 


under it. The magistrates handed 
the two bleeding victims to the 
jailor to keep safely on pain of 
death. 


As the jailor led them to the 
darkest and foulest dungeon in the 
prison Paul talked to him about his 
soul, How do we know? Because 
when the earthquake rocked the 
prison the jailor thought of sal- 
vation. Who could have told him 
about this but the prisoner Paul? 


As he brought Paul and Silas 
into the dismal dungeon they spoke 
to him of the eternal prison-house 
of lost souls prepared for the devil 
and his angels. As he bound their 
feet fast in the stocks they told 
him that was what. the devil did 
for men-bound them with chains 
of sin and deprived them of free- 
dom. As they pointed to their 
bleeding wounds and unwashed 
stripes, they told the jailor of one 
who’ was both God and. man, who 
was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, bruised for our iniquities, and 
by whose stripes we are healed. 


As the jailor turned to go they 
said, ““Good-night brother: we have 
done nothing worthy of stripes and 
you have not washed our wounds, 
but we have nothing in our hearts 
for you but love and Christ put 
it there. You can lock the door se- 
curely Mr. Jailor, with all the keys 
you have, but you will not keep 
our blessed Saviour out. We are 

to pray to him for you to- 
that you might be saved. 
(Continued on page four) 


for seventy years. 


meaning. 


and they 
the cherub, whereupon 


» * set ail, 


some day our Lord will return in 
a cloud, bringing with Him the 
hosts of heaven, at which time He 
shall occupy this earth again. 


Clouds Are Symbols of Trouble and 


Sorrow 


But, dear friends, clouds have a 
very significant meaning to men. 
Clouds are the symbols of trouble 
and sorrow. They come suddenly. 
Sometimes they appear when we 
least expect them and ruthlessly 
interrupt our joy and happiness. 
This was true in our text. In the 
very presence of the transfigured 
Christ’s speaking with two of the 
world’s greatest saints — ‘When 


GOD'S SLAUGHTER CREW 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


The prophet Ezekiel was a captive in Babylon. Probably 
he had been carried away in the group mentioned in fi Kings 
24:10-16, eleven years before the final seize and destruction 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s army, when most of the 
remaining population was carried away captive. So Ezekiel 
lived in a most troublous time. He preached to one group of 
captives in Babylon and by divine revelation. gave the rea- 
sons for the ruin that was even then falling upon Judah and 
the holy city, Jerusalem, and he prophesied the coming de- 
struction of the city, when the whole nation of Jews, save a 
remnant of poor people, would be carried away to Babylon 


In the ninth chapter of Ezekiel is recorded a wonderful 
vision the prophet had, showing the terrible slaughter that 
must come at Jerusalem, and why. Read it carefully and the 
mystery of it will become plain, with profound spiritual 


“He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, 
Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even 
every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 

“2. And, behold, six men came from the way of the 
higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man 
a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them 
was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: 

went in, and stood beside the brasen altar. — 


; Clouds Are Diffie 


“3.” And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up. from 
he was, to the threshold of the house. 
And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the 


heaven came down the earth to 
| greet, and glory crowned the mercy 
seat” — a cloud came to inter- 
rupt. In that moment of joy and 
ecstacy, so delightful, so supreme 
that Peter said unto Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here: if 
thou wilt let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elias,” 
“While he yet spake, behold a 
bright cloud overshadowed them.” 
Before he finished speaking, a cloud 
came. 


How often have we witnessed 
a similar situation on this earth. 
A little home, happy and joyous, 
a veritable heaven on earth, is sud- 
denly interrupted by a cloud. Dis- 
ease or disappointment suddenly 
comes to overshadow it. 

A life blossoms with great possi- 
bilities; suddenly a cloud appears 
in the form of sorrow, adversity 
or death, and for a moment one is 
left staggering and dazed at the . 
sudden and grievous interruption. 

Today a cloud has blackened the 
earth. It is a war cloud, the black- 
est and most furious of all clouds. 
Scarcely a home in America is not 
affected by this cloud, for it covers 
even this whole world, My, what 
a cloud! ee) a ee ae 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, J uly 2, 1943 


GOD'S SLAUGHTER CREW 


(Continued from page one) 


of the city, rou the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark 
upon the soreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all 
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 
“Oo. And to the athers he said in mine hearing, Go ye 
after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, 


neither have ye pity: 


“6. Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little 
children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom 
is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began 


at the ancient men which were before the house. 


“7. And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill 
the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, 


and slew in the city. 


“8, And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, 
and I was left, that I fell upon my face; and cried, and said, 
Ah Lord God! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in 
thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? 

“9. Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of 
Israel and Judah is exceeding ‘great, and the land is full of 
blood, and the city full of perverseness:for they say, The 
Lord ‘hath fovedkeon the earth, and the Lord seeth not. 

“10. And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, nei- 
ther will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon 


their head. 


“11. And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which 
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I 
have done as thou hast commanded me.” 


l. BEHIND THE SCENE ON 
GOD'S STAGE 


I saw a Punch and Judy show, 
where on a tiny stage little puppet 
dolis, called marionettes, acted out 
their parts, supported on tiny 
threads. Unseen hands above the’ 
stage pulled the tiny string and 


_ the puppets moved their arms and 
feet. They seemed to talk, but the 


voices were those of unseen people 
who controlled the puppets. 


There are those who look upon 
this world and the events of his- 
tory, and believe that people and 
nations act without any divine su- 
pervision or control, that events 
“happen” according to blind fate 
or chance. That view is almost as 
foolish as to suppose that the 
marionettes are their own masters, 
doing their walking and talking 
withoutiinseen control. The events 


of human history shape themselves 


‘under the mighty hand of God, The 
world is never left alone. We are 
not puppets, but certainly we are 
not altogether free from God’s con- 
trol. Only those things happen that 
are permitted to happen by an All- 
wise God. You cannot rule out God 
from the universe He created, sus- 
tains and eontrols. | 


In this-ninth chapter of Ezekiel 
We are given a look behind the 
Scenes in God’s theatre of history. 
Terrible, evil days had fallen on 
Jerusalem. The city was ruled by 
Zedekiah, a wicked king set on the 
throne by Nebuchadnezzar, and 


_ Subject to that Babylonian king. 


Zedekiah rebelled eventually, and 
the utter destruction of Jerusalem 


history might suppose that the 
chain of natural causes, without 
God’s direct intervention, caused 
the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
above Scripture, however, makes it 


Tesulted, The casual reader of thé- 


clear that God Himself deliberately: 


determined on the destruction of 
the city and the slaughter of its 
people, that the conquerors were 
divinely directed and led. II Chron- 
icles 36:17 says of Jerusalem that 
the Lord “brought upon them the 
king of the Chaldees, who slew 
their young ‘men with the sword 
in the house of. their sanctuary, 
and had no compassion upon young 
man or maiden, old man, or: him 
that stooped for age: he gave them 
all into his hand.’”’ But in Ezekiel 
the ninth chapter God revealed the 
secret background to the prophet. 
Actually God had sent:six men 
(doubtless they were angels) to 
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— Ezekiel 9:1-11 


destroy the people of the city. And 
|among the six was a man clothed 
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn 
by his side. And the Lord plainly 
commanded the man with the ink- 
horn to “set a mark upon the fore- 
heads of the men that sigh anc 
that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof”’ 
(Vs. 4). And then the other mes 
sengers of God, angels in charge 
of God’s work in the city, were to 
go through the city with their 
slaughter weapons, killing all, both 
men and women, old and young, 
in a pitiless slaughter excepting 
only those that had the mark on 
their foreheads. Babylonian sol- 
diers were really only the agents 
of the unseen angels of God sent 
to slaughter them! 


How blind we are! We leave God 
out of our calculations. We should 
remember that back of Hitler there 
is God. Back of Mussolini there is 
God. Back of the Japanese War- 
lords and the treachery of Pearl 
Harbor there is God! Back of dis- 
ease and pestilence and bloodshed 
there is God, Back of chastising, 
back of inscrutable problems and 
unexplainable tragedies there is 
God, We see only men on the stage. 
If we could look behind the scenes 
of God’s theatre of history ‘we 
would see God giving directions. to 
His angels, and the angels see- 
ing that His plans are carried out 
in the lives of men, protecting His 
own, punishing those who forsake 
Him, causing His own to pass 
through the mills of God which 
grind so slowly but grind exceeding 
fine. 


The same emperor Nebuchadnez- 
zar, the first world ruler appearing 


on the scene of history, the man 
who commanded the destruction of 
Jerusalem, later was disciplined by 
the hand of God. For his proud and 
haughty spirit, “he was driven 
from the sons of men; and his 
heart was made like the beasts, 
and his dwelling was with the wild 
asses: they fed him-with grass like 
oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven; TILL HE 
KNEW THAT THE MOST HIGH 
GOD RULED IN THE KINGDOM 
OF MEN, AND THAT HE AP- 
POINTETH OVER IT WHOMSO- 
EVER HE WILL” (Dan. 5:21). 


There is still God to reckon with. 
God still rules in the kingdom of 
men, What is the plan and will of 
God, the unseen God who moves the 
characters on the stage, prompts 
them in their lines, brings them to 
their just ends, and, at His own 


will, rings down the curtain ontheir 


lives and careers? 


ON HIS OWN 


In the book of Revelation we 
are told that in a future time of 
great tribulation, some wicked men 
will take “‘the mark of the beast,” 
the antichrist, in their hands or in 


that God Himself has a distinguish- 
ing, protecting mark, unseen by 
men, placed upon the foreheads of 
His own by angels that do His 
biding. At least that was true in 
Jerusalem. All about them the 


slaughter went on. It seemed a 


ll. GOD'S PROTECTING MARK 


their forehead. But here we find. 


“7 


| be to their own future good and | 


is not done, those who cannot be| 


pitiless slaughter, with both old and 
young alike dying. The slaying 
seemed indiscriminate, but it was 
not, There were certain people in 
Jerusalem that death could not 
touch! In the midst of the fury 
when Jerusalem was utterly de- 
stroyed and so many thousands 


the hands of brutal soldiers when 
it seemed senseless and uncalled 
for. In the horrible siege before the 
city rell,.mothers cooked and ate 
their children and hundreds 
starved, In those terrible days it 
must have seemed to many that 
God had forgotten, that God did 
not care. But back of it all there 
was a divine pattern. God had a 
secret list of those who were to be 
slain and His angels, at His com- 
mand, supervised the bloody busi- 
ness. But at the same time God 
reserved a list of marked persons 
that were not to be injured, that 
must not-be touched. They bore the 
invisible, protecting mark of God’s 
angels, ‘the man clothed in linen 
with an inkhorn by his side!’ 

The three Hebrew children, cast 
in the fiery furnace because they 
would not bow down to the great 
image set up in the plain of Dura, 
by Nebuchadnezzar, must have had 
such a mark, invisible to men up- 
on their foreheads. In the terrific 
heat and flames of the furnace, 
they walked about unharmed and 
One, like unto the Son of God, came 
and waiked with them! And when 
they were taken out, their hair 
was not singed and there was not 
the smell of smoke upon their gar- 
ments! (Dan. 3:19-28). 


Daniel himself must have had 
suci an invisible mark upon his 
forehead. For when he was cast 
into the lions’ den, the jaws of 
the lions were locked and they 
could not harm him. I think it was 
a restful, calm night.as Daniel re- 
joiced in the Lord, knowing that 
God’s angels protected him. He 
could not be harmed until God gave 
His consent (Dan. 6:1-24). 

The baby Moses surely had this 
mark upon him when, by a faith- 
ful and praying mother, he was 
placed in the basket dabbed with 
pitch and left afloat on the Nile 
River, God did not mean the child 
to be destroyed, but to be the law- 
giver and liberator of his nation, 
Israei. 

This unseen mark of protection 
must have been upon Paul the 
apostle when he came through 
countless dangers unscathed: When 
he was let down from the wall of 
Damascus in a basket, through a 
window, God’s angel saw that he 
was not molested. When he was 
stoned and left for dead, outside 
of the city of Lystra (Acts 14: 
19, 20), the mark was still there 
and Paul was not to die! When 
tossed upon an angry sea enroute 
to Rome sailors and soldiers did 
not eat for torment of fear, four- 
teen long days and nights, until 
God’s angel stood by Paul and told 
him, “Fear not, Paul; thou must 
be brought before Casear: and lo, 
God hath given thee al] them that 
sail with thee” (Acts 27:24). Sa- 
tan and all his evil men and dem- 
ons could not kill Paul until God’s 
time -came! : 

We are in the ‘midst of a terri- 
ble war. In every great battle some 
die and some are left behind un- 
scathed by bullet and bomb. Why? 
Because, for God’s own reason, He 
has had His angel put upon them 
a protecting mark. A Christian sol- 
dier or sailor who trusts in God 
knows the meaning of Psalm 91, 
7 to 12 

“A thousand ‘Shall fall at 
thy side, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand; but it shall not 
come nigh thee. 

_ “Only with thine eyes shalt 

thou behold and see the reward 

of the wicked. © 

“Because thou hast made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even 
the most High, thy habitation; 

“There shall no’ evil befall 
thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. 

“For he shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee 
in all thy ways. — 

“They shall: bear thee up in 
their hands, lest thou dash thy 
foot against a stone.” — 


In every ‘situation God has His 
marked men and women, those who} 
cannot die because their mission 


injured except just so far as will 


the glory of God. 
Many ‘a saint of God has been 


were slain, no doubt many died at} 


and over which she rejoiced as it 
was sung, 
‘“‘When Thro’ the deep waters 
I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow 
Shall not overflow; 
For I will be with thee 
Thy trials to bless, 
And sanctify to thee 
Thy deepest distress. 


‘When thro’ fiery trials 
Thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient 
Shall be thy supply; 
The flames shall not hurt thee, 
I only design 
Thy dross to consume, 
And thy gold to refine.” . 


For years I have felt about me 
the guardian angels of God. In 
Chicago four years ago a truck 
‘raced around a milk wagon and 
running through the red light, 
rammed into the side of my Car, 
and heavy machinery on the front 
caved in the left front door until 
it touched my body as I sat at the 
steering wheel. I received not a 
scratch. Some years before that 
Rev. Sam Morris and I with our 
wives, in West Texas where there 
were only a few trainsdaily,saton a 
railroad track eating: a water-melon 
when a Texas-Pacific train rushed 
down upon us without whistling. 
It seemed a miracle that I was 
moved to look up in time and we 
jumped from the rails as the train 
roared by inches away. But on 
these and many other occasions I 
was conscious of the blessed prom- 
ise that “the angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them” 
(Psa. 34:7). Satan complained that 
God had set a hedge about Job so 
‘the Destroyer could not get at that 
tried saint. Well, bless God, Satan 
can touch none of God’s children 
except as God permits it. How 
blessed are those upon whom are 
the invisible marks of protection, 
put there by the man clothed in 
linen with the inkhorn at his side, 
one of God’s recording angels! 


UIT. 
THAT CRY" OVER SIN ARE SO 
DEAR TO. GOD. 


I have said that, in general, all 
of God’s people have a mark of 
protection upon them. None can 
suffer and none can die except as 
God gives permission. In ‘the parti- 
cular case of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, not all of God’s people 
were preserved alive. I can hardly 
believe that in this city full of peo- 
ple, among the thousands starvedor 
slain, there were no Christians, I 
feel it likely that many of these 
knéw the true God as a personal 
Saviour. Many knew the meaning 
of the passover Lamb, of the daily 
sacrifices, of the promises of the 
coming Messiah, Many were famil- 
iar. with Isaiah’s chapter 53, telling 
of the coming Redeemer. Even to- 
day on the battlefields of the world 
many die who have trusted Christ 
as Saviour. Many were starved in 
China, or were slain at Hongkong 
or Singapore or Dunkirk, or died 
in the cold Atlantic or the peace- 
ful Pacific when their ships went 
down; yet. they knew Christ as Sav- 
iour and had trusted Him for for- 
giveness. The mark of protection 
on men at Jerusalem was not for! 
all those who knew the Lord; ra- 
ther, it was for a particular type 
of saved people. That mark was 
for a particular type of saved peo- 
ple. That mark was for those who 
sighed”™and who cried for all the 
abominations that were done in the 
midst of Jerusalem. Ezekiel 9:4 
says, 

“And the Lord said unto him, 
Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, 
and set a mark upon the foreheads 
of the men that sigh and that cry 
for all the abominations that be 
done in the midst thereof.” 


“Do you mean to say,” someone 
may ask, “that God Himself de- 
liberately plans the tragic death 
of His own children some times? 
Do you mean to say not all of God’s 


| children are under the same pro- 


tection and care?” 


ture teaches. God lets certain kinds 
of- Christians die in the midst of 
lost people so that the outward 
world may see no distinction. In 
fact, God sometimes, in a terrify- 
ing manner, points out Christians 
for horrible and tragic deaths. 


were 
Spare nes 


"THE MEN THAT SIGH AND 


That is exactly what this Scrip- 


ved | service to to their 


eel 


would as quickly strike a Christian 
for lying to the Holy Ghost as a 
lost sinner. And church members 
at Corinth who died for their sins, 
of whom Paul said, ‘For this cause 
mary are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep” (I Cor, 11: 

30), were probably truly saved peo- 
ple. The Scripture does not even 
hint that they ‘were unsaved. Such 
Christians would certainly have an 
embarrassing time at the judgment 
seat of Christ, giving account of 
the deeds done in the body (II Cor. 
5:9, 10). Certainly they would lose 
a reward ‘and be ashamed before 
Christ. But such Christians die 
for their sins, in many cases. 


Certainly Christians sometimes 
die AS PUNISHMENT. Sometimes 
other Christians are protected from 
the same slaughter, because their 
heart attitudes please God. 


I do not mean now to infer that 
death is always a tragedy for a 
Christian. In every war some great 
Christians die; in peace time some 
great Christians die, too. But the 
best Christians do not DIE AS 
PUNISHMENT FROM GOD. The 
best Christians go on, in God’s 
good time, to their happy and 
blessed reward. Other Christians, 
sometimes, die along with wicked 
people because they do not have 
in their hearts the one great qual- 
ification so dear to God and so im- 
portant in His saints. They do not 
hate sin and weep over it. They 
do not sigh and groan in Spirit 
for revival. They are not burdened 
for a dying, sinning world, so dear 
to the Lord Jesus, 


‘God heip us to learn the lesson 
that what God wants is not pri- 
marily the life of a Pharisee. What 
God wants in His people is not, 
primarily, the outward marks of 
respectabiliy, blameless regularity 
in life, and a fair percentage of 
public service and worship. No, no! 
What God wants first in His peo- 
ple is a broken and a contrite 
heart! God wants people who know 
how to weep over sinners who sigh 
and who cry for the abominations 
on every hand! 


I am not speaking just now of 
the indignation and the fire of re- 
formers who set out to change po- 
litical or moral situations. I am 
for the reformers. We need their 
work. But it is not the work that 
God looked for most among the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. What He 
sought most of all was people with 
eyes red from weeping, with hearts 
that sighed and cried over Jerusa- 
lem’s sin! It was not first of all 
public speaking God required, but 
private burden, and heart passion. 


God was hot looking so much 
for correctness in doctrine in Je- 
rusalem as He was looking for men 
and women with broken. hearts. 


I sat the other day in the services 
of a fine church. The pastor is 
sound in doctrine clean in life beau- 
tiful in character, kindly in spirit. 
The membership is composed of 
the finest type of people. They are 
truly saved. They believe the Bible. 
They are liberal in their giving. 
The people are not modernistic in 
their doctrine and they are not 
worldly in their living. But. the 
formal services in that church con- 
tinue week after week, often month 
on end, with never a sinner finding 
Christ. Tears rarely fall in the serv- 
ices. There is rarely a public in- 
vitation for sinners to come openly 
to Christ and openly confess Him 
in the services. I wondered as I 
sat there, if the same man clothed 
in a linen garment, and with an 
inkhorn by his side; should come 
to that congregation, how many of 
us would be marked in our forehead - 
as those that sigh and cry for tle 
abominations on every hand? For 
years there has been no great in- 
gathering there. How many of us 


‘weep over the lost? How many of 


us have in us that one attitude of 
heart that can possibly bring a re- 
vival.— a heart-burden, a travail 
of soul, a compassion that weeps 
over sinners? 

America is full of ehisheh mem- 
bers, principally good men and 
women, millions of whom have tru- 

been converted, who would not 


ly 
o marked for protection if the 


angels marched through this land 
with their slaughter weapons! 
Thousands of preachers stand in 
their pulpits sia after Sunday, 
who if God br America to- 
judgment as er brought Jerusalem, 
would die in the slaughter. 
have in most cases, real sincerity. 


Thousands of them believe the Bi- 
lapter 5, ‘were struck . own | ble. Thousands of them te fe 


are sacrifi- 
cial, scrupulously honest in their 
congregations, But os 
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PAGE THREE 


(Continued from page one) 


periences of the people of God, we 
find that clouds are no respectors 
of persons. They come to the best 
of God’s people. They came to Jo- 
seph, to David, to our Lord, and 
here this one overshadows the three 
of Christ’s choicest disciples, Peter, 
James and John. 3 

When we are under a cloud, we 
are sorely tempted. We wonder 
what we have done to justify such 
treatment. Sometimes we are 
tempted to grow embittered or to 
give up in despair in the battle for 


right. Please, will you listen as we 


ry to show you the silver lining 
in the cloud. 


The Silver Lining i in the Cloud 


This cloud which evershadowed 
Peter, James and John had its sil- 
ver lining. Whether you believe it 
or not, every cloud has a silver 
lining, Let us study our text and 
‘see if this is true. 


First, clouds are transient things. 
Clouds are temporal; they pass 
over. This one-on the Mount of 
Transfiguration did, and yours will 
too, Recently I read the story of 
the battle of “Seven Pines and Fair 
Oaks,” fought in 1862 on the banks 


of the beautiful Potomac, south of 


the city of Washington. Thé Con- 
federate army was led by three 
great generals: Robert -E, Lee in 
the center, Stonewall Jackson on 
the left wing, and Joseph E. Johns- 
ton on the right wing. The Union 
army, outnumbering the Confeder- 
ates almost two to one, was direct- 
ed by General George B. McClel- 
land, one of the most skillful tac- 
ticians of the war. Immediately 
Stonewall Jackson pierced the Un- 
ion’s west flank, followed by a ter- 
rible onslaught of the center led 
by Lee, and soon the entire Union 
army was in complete rout and 
fleeing headlong toward the capi- 
tol. News reached Washington and 
threw the city into panic. Fresident 
Lincoln hurriedly called his cabinet 
into secret session. The story says 
that fright was written on the face 
of each cabinet member. One by 
one they gave utterance to their 
keen apprehensions. Secretary 
Steward, the gray-haired states- 
man stood and said, “We are in 
utter rout, the enemy will soon be 

Washington, our cause is lost, 
the Union is no more.” Then the 
great president stood, Tall, majes- 
tic and calm, with the eyes of all 
fastened upon him. Abraham Lin- 
coln quieted every heart with just 
one sentence: ‘Gentlemen, this 
cloud will pass over.” It did, and 
the Union still stands. 

If you are a Christian, there is 
one thing I can surely guarantee 
for you tonight: Your cloud that 
overshadows you will pass over. 
Clouds were never permanent, and 
beyond them the sun is shining. 
This war cloud will pass over. God 
is on His throne, and when the 
cHastisement of war has served its 
purpose, the cloud will be lifted. 


Second, God is close by us when 
ae are in the cloud. These disci- 
pies could not see God, but He was 
there, for they heard His voice 
coming out of the cloud. 

David assures us of the nearness 
of God in his great shepherd Psalm 
with these words, “Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 


for thou art with me.’ 


He was with the Hebrew children 
in the fiery furnace. When Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the heathen king, 
moved by fear, gazed into the ter- 
rible furnace into which he had 
compelled the three Hebrew chil- 
dren to be cast, he explaimed, “Lo, 
I see four men loose, walking in 
the midst of the fire and they have 
no hurt; and the form of the fogrth 
is like the Son, of God.” 


When the Apostle Paul was 
aboard ship in the midst of the 


storm and apparently facing cer- 
‘tain death one bleak night “there 


stood by him the angel of God, 
saying, Fear not, Paul: thou must 


be brought before Caesar, and lo, 


God hath given thee all that sail 
with thee,” 
In the midst. of the storm let 


only one concern be yours, my. 
_ friend, and that concern is that you 
Man found faithful to God. 


rd, every cloud has in it a 
. Lge Scone pity Johe-+n verse 


‘death of my boy. ” He 


| The Silver Lining in a Cloud 


< 
Ee One thing of which I am certain 


night is that God expects men 
to give heed to the preaching of 
His word. “It pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching .to save 
them that believe.” God not only 
intended that our souls be saved 
through the preaching of His word, 
but that our lives be saved to His 
Service. But, as in the lives of 
these three disciples of old, preach- 
ing does not always accomplish 
God’s purpose ‘in us; therefore, He 
must resort to clouds. You will 
agree with me that preaching did 
not save the nation of Israel. They 
ignored the prophets whom God 


sent to them. Listen to the plea of 


Christ as he stood weeping over 
Jerusalem, “‘O Jerusalem, Jerusa- 
lem which killest the prophets and 
stonest them that are sent unto 
thee; how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together as a hen 
doth gather her brood under her 
Wings, and ye would not.” 

A terrible cloud hangs over Is- 
rae| today. They did not heed the 
prophets. 

Qur nation as a whole has not 
heeded the preaching of the Gospel. 
We live in Christian America, but 
not half of the American people 
are Christians, and many of us who 
are do not live as though we were. 

When the purpose of God cannot 
be accomplished though the preach- 
ing of,His word, in the best of us 
or in“the worst of us, He sends a 
cloud. There is a message from Him 
in every cloud. In this one a voice 
spoke out and it was God’s voice. 
For this reason we can say with 
Paul, “And now we know that all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God.” If one will 
take heed, and listen to God’s mes- 
sage, he will surely find in the cloud 
a silver lining. 


The Silver Lining Is the Reality of 


Jesus 


What. is the silver lining in the 
cloud? We said that every cloud 
has its silver lining. It does, pro- 
vided we heed its purpose. What 
is that silver lining? It is to know 
Jesus our Redeemer and our Su- 
preme Authority. What did the 
voice in this cloud say? “This is 
my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear he him.” Never be- 
fore had God spoken such words. 
At the baptism of Jesus by John 
in the Jordan, God spoke out of the 
heavens, saying, “This is my be- 
loved son in whom I am _ well 
pieased.” To His disciples, even 
th every choicest of them, Christ 
was on a level with Moses and 
Elijah. But in this cloud Moses and 
Elijah disappeared and out of the 
cloud came God’s command, “This 
is my beloved son in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him.” “And 
when they had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Jesus: only.” 
From then on they listened to Je- 
SUS; He is Christ; He is God! He 
is all in all! 

Is it not true that when that 
cloud which overshadow you fi- 
nally passed over, by that exper- 
ience you were brought closer to 
Jesus and He was made more real 
to you? 

All of us remember that when 
a news reporter asked President 
Calvin Coolidge if he would accept 
the nomination by the Republican 
party for preSident of the United 
States, his answer was couched in 
that famous sentence, “I do not 
choose to run.” The entire nation 
was at loss to understand why any 
citizen would “not choose to run” 
when only his consent was neces- 
sary to guarantee election, The se- 
cret of his attitude was finally re- 
vealed in an article written by Mr. 
Coolidge. While president of the 
United States, his son, Calvin, Jr., 
was playing tennis one day and 
his shoe made a blister on_his 
heel. The blister burst and the foot 
became infected and the boy died 
of lockjaw. The president wrote 
this statement, “All of the glory 
of the White House faded at the 
etn get 
choose to run. His ch e 
and the mother of Calvin,. 
wrote a poem at the anniversary 
of Calvin Jr’s. death. In this poem 
are the words, “Darling in your 
death you showed us God.” Even 
in the dark cloud that broke the 
heart of a president and his wife, 
there was a silver | ‘They 
came to know God and 
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: ye shall be with Him in eternity. 
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BOOKS REVIEWED 


1. BIBLE QUESTIONS AN- 
SWERED — Enlarged Edition, by 
Dr. William L. Pettingill. Funda- 
mental Truth Publishers, Findlay, 
Ohio. Those ;who are familiar with 
a former edition of Dr. Petting 
Bible Questions Answered, will 
especialiy pleased with this new 
and enlarged edition. It is a great 
book, in more ways than one, 
There are 519 large pages of ques- 
tions answered and atter that there 
is an index of subjects, 16 pages 
of topics that are discussed, Then 
there is an index of Scriptures, 
22 pages just giving the Scripture 
references explained. Thus we have 
a great book of about 559 pages, 
in total, answering Bible questions. 
Dr. Pettingill has put all devoted 
Christians in his debt, and thou- 
sands will find here the answers 
to’ perplexing questions. It is sur- 
passingly interesting and instruc- 
tive, and we delight to commend 
it. In a few cases we would differ 
on minor matters with Dr. Pettin- 
gill, particularly in matters where 
he, like the Scofield Bible, follows 
Darby too far, we believe. But ev- 
ery preacher, every Sunday School 
teacher, every home, ought to have 
this book at hand to answer Bi- 
ble questions with the consecrated 
and Spirit-taught wisdom of Dr. 
‘Pettingill’s Bibie study. Price, $2.- 
00,-May be ordered from the pub- 
lisher or from The Sword of The 
Lord, 145 N. Hale §St., Wheaton, 
Tilinois. 


2. THE ALPHABET OF CHRIS- 
TIAN EXPERIENCE by Dr. John 
J. Van Gorder. This is “A study 
in the wilderness journeyings and 
encampments of the Children oi 
Israel, and their application to the 
Church of today.” There are 26 
chapters with titles consecutively 
beginning with the respective let- 
ters of the alphabet, beginning with 
“All Under Sin in Egypt” and end- 
ing with “Zealous for the Lord at 
Jericho.” Clear gospel teaching pre- 
sented in a very interesting way, 
true to the Scriptures. Attractively 
bound. Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers, Findlay, Ohio. Price, $1.00. 


3, THE GOD - BREATHED 
BOOK by Marion McH. Hull, Dean 
of the Atlanta Bible Institute. This 
pamphlet of 48 pages has seven 
chapters. It is “the product of the 


author’s keen interest in numerics, 
in the. 


and. especially number 
Scripture.” It is worthy of real 
study and is full of interest. Price, 


25c. Fundamental Truth Publish- 


ers, Findlay, Ohio. 


4. 20 ILLUSTRATED OBJECT 
LESSONS by W. T. McLean, Sim- 
ple object lessons for children and 
young people from an apple, a Bi- 
ble-cover, a boat, clocks, a cup of 
water, a glove, a hammer, a house, 
a bunch of keys, a knife, a lamp, 
lead pencils, a magnet, nails, a po- 
tato, a shoe, a sponge, stones, a 
walnut, and a watermelon; with 
instructions, outlines, and Scrip- 
tures. 46 pages, price, 25c. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 


5. WHY BRITIAN AND AMER- 
ICA CAN NEVER BE DEFEAT- 
ED: by Norman Greenway. Has a 
foreword by Dr. Herbert Lockyer. 
Dr. Lockyer says, ‘In there days, 
as the fate of nations hangs in the 
balance, we need clarion voices to 
declare God’s program of the ages. 
Such a voice is Evangelist W. Nor- 
man Greenway, who has given us 
a most enlightening and assuring 
message, deserving of wide publi- 
cation among the English-speaking 
peoples. {. Particularly impressive 
are the facts, Biblical and histor- 
ical, he has marshalled to prove 
that God-knowing nations can ex- 
pect divine deliverances in their 
struggle with cruel and hellish 
forces.” Very interesting and read- 
able, on the whole helpful, though 
I do not know that his conclusion 
is correct. Price, 35c, Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 


6. HELL OVER HOLLYWOOD 
by Dr. Dan Gilbert. A pamphlet 
of 50 pages, seven chapters, with 
some important material. It is more 


a discussion of the movie stars) 


than of the movies. Price, 25. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 


splendid soul-winner, a friend of 


‘the editor since y days at 
tist Theological 
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GOD’S SLAUGHTER CREW 


(Continued from page two) ¢ 


most of them do not have the dis- 
tinction that they sigh and cry! 
I am persuaded that the average 
preacher does not weep in the pul- 


'| pit because he does not weep in 
€;the prayer closet. We preachers 


are a fat, sleek, comfortable, con- 
forming and well-fed group. We 
are not Elijahs, fed by ravens and 
widows, and sought to be slain by 
the Jezebels and Ahabs. We are 
not John the Baptists, calling peo- 
ple to repentance, telling Herod 


Chapman-Doyle_ . 
Evangelistic Team 
Formed 


Young Evangelist Kenneth A. 
Chapman, who recently reported 
some good revival campaigns in 
The Sword of The Lord, writes 
the editor that Mr. Harold Doyle, 
of Montpelier, Ohio, has joined him 
as a song leader and soloist. Both 
these young men are available for 
revival work.as God leads. Both 
are graduates of Moody Bible In- 
stitute, are well commended by the 
brethren who know them; and are 
glad to go in faith, not requiring 
any stated financial guarantee. 
Pastors or churches who would like 
to inquire about the evangelistic 
campaigns conducted by this team, 
Kenneth A. Chapman and Harold 
Doyle, may write Brother Chapman 
at Pulaski, New York. May God 
give them many precious souls. 
Oh, how wo do need evangelists! 


7. THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF 
THE CONSTITUTION by Dr. Dan 
Gilbert. This is a reprint of one 
of the most popular and helpful 
books Dr. Gilbert has written. 
Chapters are: I. The Ten Com- 
mandments; The Cornerstone of 
the Constitution. II. The Princi- 
ples of Christ in the Constitution. 
Ill. The Constitution: Protector 
and Promotor of the Probram of 
the Prince of Peace. IV. Faith in 
God Implicit and Immanent in the 
Constitution.. Very widely com- 
mended and deservedly popular. 81 
pages, paper, price 50c. Zondervan 
Publishing House. 


8. THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
JEWS UPON CIVILIZATION by 
Jacob Gartenhouse, Field Secre- 
tary, Jewish Department, Southern 


Baptist Convention. A_ specially 
high-class pamphlet of 82 pages, 
including 11 chapters anda bibliog- 
raphy. Here is a mine of infor- 
mation for ministers and writers, 
public speakers and all who are 
friends of the Jews. You will be 
intrigued and surprised at the enor- 
mous influence of the Jews on civ- 
ilization: We commend it most 
highly. Price. 50c, Zondervan. ‘Pub- 
lishing House. 


9. HOW TO REACH THE JEW 
FOR CHRIST — A Manual of 
Study For Christians Who Love the 
Jews, by Daniel Fuchs. Has an in- 
troduction by Joseph Hoffman 
Cohn, the head of the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews. This 
is a “correspondence course on 
Jewish missions.” Has _ sixteen 
chapters, including a review and 
chronology and bibliography. The 
book gives many important facts 
about the Jews, to make one fa- 
miliar with his subject in dealing 
with the Jews. There are interest- 
ing examination questions at the 
close of each chapter. 116 pages. 
The book is interesting and _help- 
ful, nicely cloth bound, rather 
small for the price. $1.00. Zonder- 
van Publishing’ House, Grand Rap- 
ids. 


SMALL TRACT FREE 


Brother A. R, Funderburk of 218 
West Davis Street, Dallas, Texas, 
has on hand a considerable number 
of little tracts he will be glad to 


‘send absolutely free to those who 


write and ask for them. They are 


‘small gospel] and temperance tracts 


with a good message. ~ 


of his sins, having our heads cut 
off! We are not Pauls who could 
face the elders in the cities where 
we have ministered three years and 
say, “Wherefore I take you to rec- 
ord this day, that I am pure from 
the blood of all men, For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you 
all the counsel of God. , .” “Re- 
member, that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn every 
one night and. day with tears” 
(Acts 20:26, 27, 31). 


Preachers who do not weep, who 
do not sigh, who do not sweat 
blood, figuratively, do not bring re- 
vivals. 


Away with preaching that has . 


no tears! Away with praying that 
has no tears! Away with teaching 
that dogs not come from a broken 
heart! Away with all the Christian 
Service that is not anointed with 
tears, that does not include sighs 
and groans of travail! Churches that 
have no weeping, no confessing, 
no fasting and prayers, no deep 
unrest and burden, do not have 
visitations of power from on high. 


I beseech all who read this mes- 
sage to seek a broken and a con- 
trite Heart. I plead with every 


mother and father who has a lost | 


boy or girl to wait on God until 
your hearts are humbled and brok- 
en. First learn to weep and then 
you may learn to pray! First learn 
to weep over sinners and then you 
may learn to win sinners for “they 
that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weep- 
eth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoic- 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him 
(Psa. 126:5, 6). And we need it 
emphasized again in every church 
that when Zion travails, sons and 
daughters will be born into the 
kingdom and not until then. (Isa 
66:8). 


I register here and now my 
heart’s vow to God that I will 
seek to be broken in spirit, that I 
may weep with the Lord Jesus over 
sinners, as He wept over Jerusalem. 
Oh, if God’s angel clothed in. linen 
and with the inkhorn by his side, 
goes through the land today, I 
pray that he may find me emong 
those that sigh and that cry for 
the abominations on every hand, 
and that I may be counted worthy 
to have the mark, inyisible upon 
my forehead, which those receive 
who have a broken heart over God’s 
business and over sinners! 


IV. THE PHILESS SLAUGHTER. 


AT GOD'S COMMAND 


Infidels in the church and out 
have talked learnedly.about the 
inadequate picture of God in the 
Old Testament, and have scorned 
what they call “the low moral 
standard” there, Such enemies of 
the Bible, such self-sufficient and 
self-righteous fools do not believe 
in a God of judgment. They do not 
believe in the God who brought the 
flood on a horribly wicked race. 
They do not believe in the God 


1 who ordered the destruction of 


the. Amalekites, saying, “Now go 


and smite Amalek, and utterly de-, 


stroy all that they have, and spare 
them not; but slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox 
and sheep, camel and ass” (I Sam. 
15:3). They do not care that that 
wicked nation was set in idolatry 
and in rejection of the true God. 
It matters not to them that there 
was a founain head of iniquity 
poisoning all the nations round 
about. Modernists, unbelievers may 
say, “I could not love a God like 
that.” But poor sinner, whether you 


love a God like that or not, this . 


is the kind of a God you must deal 
with. The God of creation and the 
God of salvation is likewise the God 
of judgment. God hates sin and 
punishes it. Nothing is clearer in 
all the Bible than this fact. Nothing 
is clearer in all human experience 
than this fact. It is only a Bible- 
denying, fact-ignoring fool who will 
deny that a just and holy God must 
punish unrepentant sinners. 

The same wicked people today, 
modernists and pacifists, are not 
for putting down Hitler. They are 


not for punishing crime, They are 


not for disciplining children. 


are not for holy, *Spirit-anointed ; 
They do not 


preaching against sin. 
hate sin, they do not want it pun- 


ished But the Holy God of the Bi- 
ble is not like these hypocrites =< a 


see no harm in sin and 
not want it punished. — 


(Continued on page four) 
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i _. teach them to sing at night. My 
4% --brother and sister unsaved, lifes’ 


-ance? Nobody spoke to them 


-vilege of worshipping God without 


in prison? Would you not like to 
know this Saviour who can comfort 
in the hour of néed? 


-—haté the devil. 
faithfully a@ man may serve him 
he will leave that man in the hour 
of his direst need, Facing the hour 
of his death one infidel cried, “Now 
for a leap in the dark.’”’ There was 
no song at midnight for him. Said 

_ Voltaire to the doctor ere he died, 


‘night there.. The devil can teach 


_ Lifes’ little day will soon be o’er. 


_ of the prison were shaken.” This 
was God’s answer to their prayer. 
God said amen to their prayer, and 


- when Christians pray. 


| of midnight prayer meetings. Don’t 
7} tell me Paul and Silas did not pray 
hae for the jailor’s conversion. Such 


1). I do to be saved,” are the sweetest 
}+ words a preacher can hear on the 
| earth. A true Christian would ra- 
‘eneme 2 er hear those words than any 


a 


/| The Conversion ofa Would-Be Suicide 


(Continued from page one) 9% ~ 


Good night Sir, God bless you, and 
your wife, and your dear children.” 
No wonder the jailor went to bed 
that night strangely moved. No 
wonder that when an earthquake 
woke him, he was found at the 
prisoners feet, crying out for sal- 
vation. 


When the jailor had gone the two 
prisoners held a prayer-meeting. 
They would pray for the jailor, and 
I have an idea they received the 
assurance that the jailor would be 
saved. 

They not. only prayed, they sang 
praises unto God, and the prison- 
ers heard them. Think of it. 
Chained to the stocks, their bleed- 
ing wounds unwashed, uncared for, 
yet praising God so heartily that 
none of the prisoners could sleep. 


My friends in the light of this 
picture, men praising God amid 
brutal persecution, what are we to 
say of the professed children of 
God who instead of being bright, 
happy, thankful, useful christians, 
are sulking in their homes, or 
carrying a grouch in and out of 


God’s house, because of some fan- [ 


cied slight or imaginary griev- 
in 
church, or the Pastor didn’t: call, 
or the Deacon didn’t notice them 
on the street, or the church doesn’t 
seem to know that it was commis- 
sioned to be a Society for the Pro- 
tection of Pet Corns. So they have 
dropped the work and worship of 
God, and instead of blessing God 
for health, and home, and the pri- 


being beaten to death for it, they 


are whining and pining, moaning | 


and groaning with complaints, 
breaking the great heart of God, 
and stabbing Jesus Christ with 
fresh wounds! 


At .midnight the two prisoners 
sang. Bless God for a Saviour who 
is able to make men sing under 
such circumstances. My friend un- 
saved what do you think of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who can give 
songs at midnight to men wounded 


And that is one reason why I 
No matter how 


“Doctor is this,the end?” “Yes.” 
“Then I will go to hell and you 
will go with me.” No song at mid- 


men to sing at noon, but he can’t 


midnight will soon be upon you. 


There is only one who can give 
you a song in that dark hour. His 
name is Jesus. By His grace at 
midnight Paul and Silas sang 
praises unto God. 

“And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations 


He said it with an earthquake. 
When Christians give themselves 
to real earnest passionate prayer 
We can always expect an upheaval. 
You get a church on its knees be- 
fore God, crying for the souls of 
men, and with a God pledged to 
answer prayer, something is bound 
to happen. Churches are shaken out 
of their lethargy, dead souls are 
aroused from their sleep, hell’s 
foundations are made to tremble 


“And the keeper of the prison 
- «+ « came trembling and falling 
down before Paul and Silas said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” ‘That is the usual result 


pon versions do not happen by ac- 


These seven words, “What must 


others. That is why we preach and 
ray and work and give and build 
lurches and send out missionar- 

; il to hear Spirit-convicted men 

id women cry out, “What must 

do to be saved?” ‘ss 

I Boog someone tatting me 

it ‘who has never . that 


you say that. There are mothers 
who would gladly lie down in their 
grave twenty years before their 
time, to hear some of you say that. 

There is a Saviour who went all 
the way from heaven to hell that 
you might have an answer to that 
question. The happiest day in your 
life is yet before you if you de-- 
cide to receive Christ as Saviour. 

Before you can do that, however, 
one thing is needful. You must 
see that you are lost. You must 
see that you are a sinner by nature, 
by practice, and by choice. How 
true this is of the best of us. May 
God help you to see it. The jailor 
saw it that night to his everlasting 
joy and salvation. You are no better 
than he or any of the rest of us. 
Your sin if unforgiven, will carry 
you to an eternal prison whose 
gates will never open. If you see 
that, happy are you, for it is the 
first and necessary step to being 
saved. 

Out in Manitoba, where I had 
a country charge some years ago, 
a Methodist minister told me of 
a young farmer who walked into 
the doctor’s office in a little prairie 
town for some medicine.-Before he 
could say anything the doctor cried 
out, “My God man, get home at 
once. Don’t wait or you may nev- 
er get there.” The doctor saw that 
the man was in the last stages of 
consumption although he was evi- 
dently unaware of his condition. 
The young farmer never reached 
home alive. He stopped at the home 
of a friend in town and was never 
able: to leave that house until he 
was carried out a dead man. 


Oh there are men who listen to 
preachers urging sinners tobe saved 
and it never seems to come home 
to them — “Thou art the man.” 
The jailor saw his need before he 
saw his Saviour, and so must you. 
May. God bring you to that reali- 
zation now. 


This would-be suicide was saved 
just in the nick of time. He was 
about to end his life and send his 
soul to hell when Paul intervened, 
and it changed the whole course 
of his life for eternity. One minute 
1 | facing the outer darkness, the next 
a@ saved man with an eternity of 
joy before him. Do you not think 
he is glad in heaven today that 
his body did not fill a _ suicide’s 
grave, or his soul find a suicide’s 
hell ? 


Dr. Douglas Brown, the noted 
Baptist preacher, told this story 
in Toronto some years ago. In the 
town of Lowestoft, on the east 
coast of England, there was a man 
who owned a trawler. He was 
called “‘The man with the golden 
net.” He could get fish when no- 
body else could, and always came 
home with a full load of fish. He 
died and left his money to his 
young wife. She fell into bad com- 
pany and in time had spent all 
she had on drink and evil living. 

At that time a revival had brok- 
en out in Lowestoft and hundreds 
of people were being'saved, among 
them being the companions of this 
woman. 

Left alone, and her money gone, 
she became despondent, and deci- 
ded to commit suicide. One night 
she wrote a note telling her friends 
she was going to end her life. She 
pinned it to the pincushion intend- 
ing to walk down to the dock in 
the morning and throw herself in- 
to the water. 

That night as she slept she; 
dreamed that it was the next morn- 
ing and she was on the way to the 
dock to end her life. As she went 
along she saw a building like a 
church that was crowded with peo- 
ple. A man sitting on a three-legged 
stool at the door, offered her his 
seat as she passed, and she took 
it. Looking over the heads of the 
people she saw a tall, fair-haired 
man preaching, and after the ser- 
mon he left-the pulpit, came right 
out to the door where she sat, and 
putting his hand on her head said, 


/“The Son of man is'come to seek 


and to save that which was lost.” 
Then she awoke. She wondered 
what the dream could mean. Next 
morning she decided to go through 
with her suicidal intention. As she 
walked to the dock she found her- 
self on the street of her dream. 


Across the road was the church 


she had seen. It was crowded to 
the door for revival services were 
held every forenoon, A man sat/| 
there on a stool at the door and 
as she approached he offered her 


his seat, The tall,fair-haired man 
of her dream was preaching. When ' ton, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, July 2, 1943 


GOD’S SLAUGHTER CREW 


(Continued from page three) 


The inhabitants of Jerusalem saw 
round about the besieged city the 
Babylonian armies. They, feared 
the swords and spears and fire- 
brands of the heathen nation. But 
if they had understood the vision 
of Ezekiel, they would have rather 
seen the angels of God going about 
with slaughter weapons smiting 
down the people who had turned 
their backs on God and gone into 
sin. They would have feared rather 
the fierce wrath of an angry God 
than the war-like prowess of Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s soldiers. 


In Ezekiel, chapter 8, the proph 
et was shown in a vision, the se- 
cret place of worship where. the 
ancient men of Israel offered in- 
cense to idols. This represented the 
imagination of the hearts of the 
people. Their idolatry may have 
been kept secret, but God knew it. 
“Every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols 
of the house of Israel,” were por- 
trayed upon the walls of that se- 
cret place of worship revealed to 
Ezekiel. Then in the door of the 
gate of the Lord’s house which 
was toward the north, women were 
weeping for the idol god Tammuz, 
(Eze. 8:14) equivalent to the Greek 
god, Adonis, The Webster Inter- 
national Dictionary says, “The 
festival of Adonis was the Adonia, 
generally held at midsummer, at 
which the women. first’ lamented 
his death and afterwards rejoiced 
in his resurrection.’ At the door 
of the temple, between the porch 
and the altar, Ezekiel was shown 
in the vision, ‘‘about five and twen- 
ty men with their backs toward 
the temple of the Lord, and their 
faces toward the east; and they 
worshipped the sun toward the 
east.” So the people of Jerusalem 
were guilty of every form of idol- 
atry and religious abomination. 
For these things came the wrath 
of God on Jerusalem and fearful 
destruction. 


It is foolish to believe that only 
the Old Testament pictures God 
as being angry with sinners and 
as bringing death and ruin upon 
them. The same God of Judgment 
is revealed in the New Testament. 
Jesus, in Luke 13: 1-5 tells how 
Galileans were slain by Pilate for 
their treachery, and how the tower 
of Siloam fell on eighteen men in 


Jerusalem and killed them. And 


then Jesus warned the public that 
this was the judgment of an angry 


God on sinners and He repeated. 


twice the following warning, ‘‘Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” Jesus Himself solemnly 
foretold the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem a second time, saying, 
‘“‘And they shall fall by the edge of 
the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Je- 
rusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” This great 
prediction, given in detail in Luke 
21:20-24, was fulfilled literally in 
A. D. 70 when Titus, with-his Ro- 
man army, surrounded, besieged 
and took the city, with a terrible 
slaughter of over a million -Jews, 
(according to Josephus the his- 
torian), with the burning of the 
temple, and with multiplied thou- 
sands sold into slavery. Remember 
that that happened in New Testa- 
ment times; Jesus foretold it as 
the judgment of an angry God, 
and it came to pass terribly. So 


he had finished ,he came down the 
aisle to where she was sitting, 
placed his hand on her head and 
said, ‘*‘The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost.” The woman was led to Christ 
by Rev. Douglas Brown, the 
preacher in the story, and became 
the caretaker of that church. 


Here was a woman not prepared 
to die, yet willing to send her soul 
into eternity, uncleansed, unforgiv- 
en. Thank God for the mercy that 
met her. It met up with the Philip- 
pian jailor It has met up with you 
my friend unsaved. Do not live an- 
other hour without Christ in your 
heart. Your ch&nce to be saved is 
right before you. Take it. Receive 
Christ now as Saviour. Then the 
end of the jailor’s story will be- 
come your experience, ‘‘He rejoiced, 
believ in God with all his 
house.” 

(Chapter V. From the book 
“Walking on Water.” Used by per- 
mission) , 


pe God of the gospels is the God 
of judgment exactly in the same 
fashion that the God of the Old 
Testament is a God of judgment. 
The book of Acts tell how God 
killed Ananias and Sapphira in a 
direct punishment of His wrath 
(Acts 5:1-10): how King Herod 
sinned,” “And immediatély the an- 
gel of the Lord smote him, because 
he gave not God the glory: and 
he was eaten of worms, and gave 
up the ghost” (Acts 12:23); how 
Elymas the sorcerer was struck 
blind (Acts 13:11). 
Revelation is a book foretelling ter- 
rible, bloody judgments upon na- 
tions, armies, cities and the whole 
world. The New Testament por- 
trays the God who judges and pun- 


portrayed by the Old Testament. 
Bloodshed, wars, disasters, earth- 
quakes and pestilences.are simply 
the instruments of God’s vengeance 
on sinners. 


May wicked sinners everywhere 
be warned to repent of.their sins 
and seek the mercy of God before 
His wrath falls! If one reads this 
who is unsaved, I warn you in the 
words of the Saviour Himself, “Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish.” 

Read again God’s. command to 
the six men (angels) with the 
slaughter weapons: ‘And ,to the 
others he said in mine hearing, 
Go ye after him through the city, 
and smite: let not your eye spare, 
neither have ye pity: slay utterly 
old and young, both maids, and 
little children, and women.” 


V. "AND BEGIN AT MY SANC- 


TUARY" 


“Slay utterly old and young, both 
maids, and little children, and wom- 
en: but come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark; and be- 
gin at my sanctuary. Then they be- 
gan at the ancient men which were 
before the house” (Eze. 9:6). 


It is remarkable that the terrible 
sins for which God professed that 
He was bringing judgment on Je- 
rusalem were largely centered 
about the temple. The idolatry was 
in the temple, or on the steps of 
the porch, or in the gate of the 
temple. And when judgment was 
to begin, the angels of destruction 
were warned to begin their bloody 
work “at my sanctuary” And we 
are told that, ‘‘Then they began 
at the ancient men which were be- 
fore the house.’ The first to be 


ple. 
Verse 7 says, ““And he said unto 
them, Defile the house, .and fill 
the courts with the slain: go ye 
forth.”’ How. striking that God gave 
particular orders that the temple 
should be ceremonially defiled, that 
the first placé bodies of men should 
fall would be in and about His 
own house, the temple! And this 
is God’s behind-the-scenes picture 
of His own workings in having Je- 
rusalem destroyed and the people 
slain and carried into captivity. I 
think Ezekiel’s vision was before 
the siege was finished, before the 
destruction a¢tually took place. But 
when it did take place, TH Chron- 
icles 36:19 says, “And they burnt 
the house of God, and brake down 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt 
all the palaces thereof with fire, 
and destroyed all the goodly ves- 
sels thereof.” Actually when the 
siege was successful, when the 
Babylonish hordes broke into Je- 
rusalem, the temple of God was 
the ‘first place destroyed, it is in- 
dicated. God was angry at His 
people, and He had come to feel 
that the temple was a place of 
abominations..Similarly, in the New 
Testament, when Jesus was reject- 
ed by the Jews, He wept over Je- 
rusalem that had killed the proph- 
ets, had stoned God’s messengers, 
crying out, “How often would I 
have gathered. thy children together 
even as the hen gathered her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would 
not.” Then He uttered the terrible 
curse (though they did not know 
it was a curse) “Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 
23 :37, 38). Again, a few years aft- 
er Jesus was. crucified, Jerusalem 
styed ante ar Aap 
roy t 
again, this ti mae 


rders of Tit a. the Sele Se els. 
orders 0 , the temp! 
was burned ed tothe round and later 


Evangelist John Linton may be| ple 
Prairie, Whea- | where 


pera py waboertum 
Tl, for revival 


The book of; 


ishes sin the same as the God 


killed were the people at the tem-. 


jity? If 


ple, becomes an abomination to 
God,-which He is anxious. to de- 
stroy! How God must hate some 
of our church buildings where there 
are no tears, no penetence. 


In I Peter 4:17 we are told, “For 
the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God: 
and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God?” Revival 
begins at the house of God, for 
II Chronicles 7:14 promises it, “If 
my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways.” And so 
judgment, punishment begins also 
at the house of God. Do not blame 
lost people for the moral decline 
of this country First, blame the 
people of God. First, blame the 
churches. First, blame us preach- 
ers, Do not blame sinners if they 
do not. weep over their sins. First, 


blame us, the saints who do not - ~ 


weep. How should sinners be con- 
victed when Christians are not 
convicted? How should sinners — 
seek the church and seek God when 
the churches do not seek sinners? 
Oh, first of all, we need a sighing 
and a crying’ among the people of 
God over the abominations in the 
land, over the sins that grieve God, 
over poor lost sinners that are un- 
done and Hell-bound! 


Do you think it was wholly in- 
cidental and accidental that in Rus- 
sia at the very first of the revoiu- 
tion, the churches were burned, 
the priests were killed or sent to 
Siberia, religion was branded as 
the opiate of the people, an atheism 
was made the doctrine of commun- 
ism? Do you think it was wholly 
incidental: and accidental in Spain’s 
revolution not long ago, that 
churches were burned and priests 
and nuns were killed by the hun- 
dreds? Remember that God is be- 
hind the scenes in thesecataclysms. 
You thought it was the ungodly, 
atheistic, communistic assassins, 
hating the Bible and God who were 
solely responsible for those hor- 
rible murders. They were horribly 
guilty, but God, who had begun 
judgment at the house of God, 
made the wrath of men to praise 
Him. I hate communism with a 
holy hatred. While we are an ally 
of Russia in the present war, God 
keep us from condoning the horri- 
ble, unchristian, God-hating, un- 
democratic and inhuman ways of 
communism; her blood purges, her 
atheism, her oppression of the poor. 
Every Christian ought to shudder 
at the inroads of communism in 
America. But I solemnly declare 
that I believe cold, powerless, for- 
mal churches with no penitence 
for sins, no weeping over lost sin- 
ners, no burning of compassion 
for the dying, lost souls for whom 
Jesus died are essentially little bet- - 
ter than atheism. I believe God 
wants no churches where there is 
not a sighing and crying over sins 
and over sinners. I believe any 
Christianity. without a burning 


evangelism is hypocrisy and 
abomination to God! . 
The declension, the apostasy, 


the break down of morals and 
character in America is chargeable 
to Christians, to churches, to 
preachers. America is now suffer- 
ing expense, bloodshed and other 
punishment for our sins, brought 
on because we have failed God. 
And ky we I mean we Christians. 
If America falls, if America is 
over-run with communism, if mil- 
lions are slain in race-riots and la- 
bor-wars and the invasion of Asia- 
tic hordes, then judgment will fall 
first of all upon the Christians in 
name, who do not sigh and who 
do not cry over sin and sinners. 
“Judgment must begin at the house 
of God.” God gave Ezekiel this 
rule; “and begin at my sanctuary.” 


Oh, Christians in America, re- 
pent! May God raise up broken- 


hearted Christians to seek God un- 
til revival comes, until mercy is 


poured out, until God’s face shines 
upon us again in. peace! | 
Will You Begin Definitely To Wait 
On God Each Day Until Revival. 
Comes? 


America. needs the prayers of 
men and women “who sigh and 
cry” over the sins of America and 
Over lost sinners, Will you set aside 


re time every day for secret } 

y Gunteedine. plead with 
a tle heart, plead with Him for 
a blessed revival in your comm 
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